
Ref# USCBP-2007-0061-0001 

U.S. Customs and Border 

Protection, Office of International Trade 

Office of Regulations and Rulings 

Border Security Regulations Branch 

1300 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW. (Mint Annex) 

Washington, DC 20229, USA. 

August 21, 2007

Dear Secretary Chertoff, 

I am submitting this letter, as a Business Member of the St. Catharines - Thorold Chamber of Commerce – an organization who represents and advocates on our behalf on issues that affect the economic interests of our area – to lend my support to the chamber’s position on WHTI regulations.

First, we would like to thank you for replying to the Chamber’s previous correspondence on border clearance sent May 9, 2007.  We strongly support the objective of enhancing security at our shared border. Safety and security are vital to ensuring that our domestic and international visitors feel safe as they enjoy the tourist options available to them in Niagara.  Similarly, we are encouraged by the commitment by the Department of Homeland Security and the Department of State to consider other travel documents developed by various U.S. states and the governments of Canada and Mexico that would denote identity and citizenship and satisfy WHTI (Western Hemisphere Travel Initiative) requirements. We also support the proposal that U.S. and Canadian children under 16 be allowed to travel with a birth certificate rather than a passport. In addition, we support the proposal that U.S. and Canadian children under age 19, who are travelling with public or private school groups, religious groups, social or cultural organizations, or teams associated with youth sport organizations, be allowed to present a birth certificate - when travelling under appropriate supervision - rather than a passport. These are all pivotal in continuing to foster the positive relationship shared between Canada and the United States.

As you are aware there are many preparations to be made in advance of any implementation of WHTI at land borders. It is important that the U.S. government take the time to make the right decision that improves security without damaging healthy cross-border trade and commerce. We urge the Department of Homeland Security to take full advantage of the extension provided by U.S Congress to ensure that necessary personnel, technology, infrastructure, training, and mass communications are in place across the Canada-U.S. border prior to the full implementation. We recommend again that the rules of cross border travel include recognition of an enhanced driver’s license with citizenship information as an acceptable document for entry into the U.S. by both Canadian and American citizens 

The WHTI is expected to affect both countries, but most severely in border communities such as Niagara. If the WHTI is implemented before all technology, infrastructure, training and communications are in place, it could result in chaos and confusion, leading to further delays at the border with significant impacts on both economies. Therefore, we recommend the Department of Homeland Security pursue a robust public outreach program in a manner that will effectively reach American travelers, particularly as it could add clarity to what rules are currently in place. 

Thank you for your consideration on this extremely important matter to the business community in St. Catharines, Thorold and the Niagara Region. We look forward to hearing about the successful resolution of this issue. If you require any further information please direct your staff to contact Kithio Mwanzia, Policy Coordinator at (905) 684 2362 ext 222 or via email at policy@sctchamber.com. 

Best regards, 

